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Abstract

This article examines taste clusters of musical preferences and substance use
among adolescents and young adults. Three analytic levels are considered: fixed
effects analyses of aggregate listening patterns and substance use in US radio
markets, logistic regressions of individual genre preferences and drug use from a
nationally representative survey of US youth, and arrest and seizure data from a
large American concert venue. A consistent picture emerges from all three levels:
rock music is positively associated with substance use, with some substance‐specific
variability across rock sub‐genres. Hip hop music is also associated with higher use,
while pop and religious music are associated with lower use. These results are
robust to fixed effects models that account for changes over time in radio markets, a
comprehensive battery of controls in the individual‐level survey, and concert data
establishing the co‐occurrence of substance use and music listening in the same
place and time. The results affirm a rich tradition of qualitative and experimental
studies, demonstrating how symbolic boundaries are simultaneously drawn around
music and drugs.
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