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Abstract

BackgroundOn November 24th 2005, the Government of England and Wales
removed regulatory restrictions on the times at which licensed premises could sell
alcohol. This study tests availability theory by treating the implementation of
Licensing Act (2003) as a natural experiment in alcohol policy.ConclusionsThis study
found no evidence that a national policy increasing the physical availability of
alcohol affected the overall volume of violence. There was, however, evidence
suggesting that the policy may be associated with changes to patterns of violence in
the early morning (3 a.m. to 6 a.m.).
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